Opening Statement

For schools, May is quite a busy time of year.  Much of the work that has been generated throughout the school year is now being showcased and performed, both in individual schools and city-wide.  The Office of Arts Education is proud to support student offerings in dance, drama, literary arts, music, and visual arts.  Within this newsletter you’ll see a number of highlighted events.  Please be sure to come out and show your support for the arts in schools. 

While attending the All City Visual Art Exhibition at IIT, I asked participating students to share the “story” behind the artwork with me.  I heard a number of engaging tales, ranging from grandmother-inspired artwork to pure creations of experimentation.  The process behind the product is key to truly understanding student’s artwork.  Consider engaging student artists and performers in a dialogue about their process towards creation.

Sincerely,
Mario Rossero
Acting Director 
Office of Arts Education
Dance
The Office of Arts Education’s Having a Ball, Ballroom Dance Program, is pleased to invite you to the 5th annual Having a Ball final competition. Having a Ball is the official intensive ballroom dance program of Chicago Public Schools. It includes over 950 fifth grade student participants from 15 schools across the district.  

The competition will be held at the Navy Pier Grand Ballroom (located at 600 East Grand Avenue) on Sunday, May 23 and will start at 5:30 p.m.  That day, you will be able to witness 50 student couples competing in the universally recognized International Style of ballroom, and showcasing what they have learned in the Cha Cha, Waltz, Paso Doble, Tango and Jive. In addition, 6th and 7th grade students from the Elementary Dance Scholarship Program will also be featured. 
If you are unable to attend the final competition, please join us at the semifinal event which will take place on Saturday, May 22nd at Little Village High School from 9:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  The school is located at 3120 S. Kostner Avenue and free parking is provided.  
We hope you can join us to support and cheer on these incredibly gifted and dedicated student dancers. To RSVP or if you would like further information, please contact Jesus Esquivel at jesquivel@cps.k12.il.us or 773-553-3936.

Visual Arts
We’ve had a very busy month with the All-City Art Exhibition at the Illinois Institute of Technology, the Teen Portfolio Exhibit at the Art Institute of Chicago and presently the World Art Chicago exhibit at the Daley Center through May 21, 2010.  Participating World Art Chicago elementary schools will also be posting their student artwork online at www.worldartchicago.org  representing this year’s theme - One People, One Earth, Our Home addressing environmental stewardship and advocacy.  Sister City schools in Kiev, Ukraine; Vilnius, Accra, Ghana; and many others will also be uploading their student work.      High school art teachers are also welcome to participate in this online thematic exhibit and can contact the CPS Office of Arts Education at 773-553-1952 for more details.  

Finally art or classroom teachers who participated in the CPS Pictures America project are invited to reconvene and share their curricular projects at the Art Institute of Chicago, Ryan Education Center on Saturday, May 22nd from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm.  Please RSVP your attendance in advance to project managers Fran Herron (Department of Libraries) at 773-553-6216 or Nancy A. Cortés (Office of Arts Education) at 773-553-1952. The day will consist of presentations, exploration of American Art in the museum’s Modern Wing as well as hands-on workshops.
Theater
High School Theater Competition

The High School Theater Competition will be held in partnership with Goodman, Steppenwolf and Victory Gardens theaters. The festival will take place: 
Saturday May 8th at Social Justice High School 3120 S. Kostner 

Monday May 10th at Victory Gardens Theater 2433 N. Lincoln Ave.

Students representing 9 CPS high schools will present their work at this year’s festival.
Storytelling Opportunity for students!
SKALD 11 Storytelling Festival presented by WNEP Theater
May 10 - May 15
Chicago Cultural Center
Whether you have a story you are dying to tell or simply enjoy listening to a good yarn, this week-long event celebrating the art of storytelling has an event for you. The workshops and competitions presented by WNEP Theater and the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs offer adults and children (ages 8-16) the chance to try their own hand and then watch the professionals. 

Rooted in the oral traditions of nearly every organized society, storytelling is theater stripped of all its ‘dazzle camouflage' and focuses strictly on the qualities of the story and the teller. The name "SKALD" refers to an ancient Scandinavian poet, bard or storyteller.
WORKSHOPS
Free, Reservations Required.
To make a reservation call 312.742.TIXS (8497) or click here.
KIDS WORKSHOP: Monday, May 10, at 3 - 6pm, Washington Room, 5th floor
ADULT WORKSHOP: Tuesday, May 11, at 5 - 10pm, Studio Theater
PERFORMANCES
All performances will be in the Studio Theater. 
For ticketing information click here.
MAELSTROM: Friday, May 14, at 7:30pm. Tickets are $15.
KIDSKALD: Saturday, May 15, at 3pm. Free, Reservations Encouraged.
SKALD 11: Saturday, May 15, at 7:30pm. Tickets are $20.
Music

Music Performance Festivals for May, 2010:

Saturday May 8, 2010

Jazz Band and Combo Festival

Simeon Career Academy HS

8147 S. Vincennes Ave.

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Elementary School Music Festival:

All Festivals are 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Tuesday May 11, 2010 (Instrumental)

Lowell Elementary School 3320 S. Hirsch

Wednesday May 12, 2010 (Instrumental)

Kenwood Academy 5015 S. Blackstone Ave.

Thursday May 13, 2010 (Choral)

Whitney M. Young HS Fine Arts Center

1341 W. Jackson Blvd.

Friday May 14, 2010 (Choral)

School of Leadership @ South Shore

7627 S. Constance

All Music Performance Festivals are free of charge. Spend a day and hear some great music.

Saturday May 29, 2010

47th Annual All-City Festival Concert

Symphony Center (220 S. Michigan Ave.)

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Come out and enjoy the most exciting presentation of music and dance performed by over 500 students representing 97 schools. Tickets are $10.00 and can be obtained from any all-city student or the Office of Arts Education. Please call 1 773 553-2170 for details.

